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A New Law of Nature

A Glitch
“Look at this.”
“Ha, ha! No, look at this.”

“I’ve never seen anything quite like it.”
“That would be sad.”
“Not yet, but I will.”

I’m Pretty Sure
“Are you sitting down?”
“What?”
“I think I’m pregnant.”
“Oh, my God!”
“I’m three weeks late.”
“Did you take a test?”
“Not yet. I’m procrastinating.”
“Oh, my God, you should take a test!”

A New Law of Nature
“The kids are going to freak. What are we going to do?”
“We’re going to have a baby?”
“I don’t know, but I’m pretty sure.”
“Do you want me to get you a test kit?”
“OK, get a couple and maybe some ice cream and Ginger Ale too.”

A Miniature Black Hole
“It doesn’t make sense.”
“I can’t figure it out.”
“It looks like a black hole, but I can see through it.”
“No, it’s not a black hole, but it’s warping like a black hole.”
“That’d be nice. I’d finally get to name something.”
“The Abe-Duke Micro-Hole. Do you have time to explore it?”
“Hubble, CLASH.”
“Understandable.”
“It’s at the edge. Over thirteen billion light years, not far from the supermassive.”
“Great, thanks.”

I Have to Call My Mother
“Are you happy?”
“Happy about what?”
2

A New Law of Nature
“I’m pregnant!”
“Are you sure?”
“Yes, I took the test.”
“Wow!”
“Wow, that’s all you have to say?”
“The tests are not always reliable.”
“I’ll make an appointment.”
“Dr. Rachel?”
“Of course. I love her. She was great with Amy and Alex.”
“Oh, my God, I can’t believe it!”
“We have to start thinking of a name.”
“We have plenty of time for that.”
“I’m not going to wait for the last minute this time. I don’t know why we waited so long for Alex
and Amy.”
“We wanted it to be a surprise.”
“I think we’ve had enough surprises.”
“A boy or a girl?”
“I don’t know. I think it’s a boy.”
“Sounds good.”
“Maybe, it’s a girl. Amy and Alex will be so excited. I have to call my mother!”

I’m Not Going to Do Your Work for You
“MACS0647.”
“The supermassive.”
“Our micro hole.”
“Why?”
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“Damn, it’s a glitch.”
“Micro holes don’t just appear out of nowhere.”

“How do you know that?”
“A glitch in our analytic software?”
“We’re going to have to analyze a lot of data sets, different scopes and different dates.”
“Ok, but I’m going to bother you about this.”

I Have Something to Tell You
“I told my parents. They’re so excited.”
“Of course they are.”
“I hope you didn’t tell anyone. I don’t want anyone else to know.”
“Why not?”
“It’s too soon. You didn’t tell anyone did you?”
“I mentioned it to my brother.”
“Oh, my God. You told your brother? I can’t believe you did that.”
“He asked how you were doing. I didn’t know it was a secret.”
“You could have just told him I was fine.”
“I didn’t know.”
“Please don’t tell anyone. I hope your brother doesn’t tell anyone.”
“What’s the big deal?”
“I‘ll tell people when I’m ready. I don’t want people to find out from the grapevine.”
“The grapevine? Social media?”
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“I didn’t even tell the kids yet.”
“I thought you told them last night.”
“Why? Did you say something to them?”
“No wonder they looked at me so strangely.”
“You told them?”
“I asked them what they thought of bunk beds.”
“Amy, Alex, come here! I have something to tell you.”

You Still Have Work to Do
“It’s not there. It disappeared!”
“Fermi.”
“Yesterday’s download. It’s not on CLASH either, and it was on both last week.”
“A disturbance caused by the massive?”

“How do you know everything?”
“I haven’t seen any shadows.”
“Wouldn’t I have noticed?”
“Orbit? Trajectory?”
“You think it could be something new?”
“Should I claim it?”
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You Have No Idea
“Do you want to know what Rachel said?”
“You went to the doctor? What did she say?”
“Everything’s fine.”
“Great.”
“She just wants to keep an eye on my blood pressure.”
“You have high blood pressure?”
“I have low blood pressure. I’m a runner.”
“That’s all?”
“That’s all. I have an ultrasound in a month.”
“I love ultrasounds.”
“You don’t get that cold jelly smeared over your belly.”
“Oooh!”
“You have no idea.”

It’s about Time You Get Rewarded for Your Work
“I found it.”
“Trajectory. Still, could be binary.”
“Two.”
“What if someone else claims it?”
“I need this.”
“It’s like the GROs.”
“Keeping it together.”
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“Ashley’s pregnant.”
“My favorite commandment.”
“Three months.”
“I just told you.”
“Ha!”
“For making babies?”

I Should Have Been More Careful
“Do we have any Tums?”
“In the bathroom cabinet.”
“Can you get them for me?”
“Are you OK? You look a little pale.”
“I feel nauseous.”
“Morning sickness?”
“Can you also get me a glass of Ginger Ale?”
“Should I take the kids to school?”
“That would be great. I don’t need this. I have a million things to do today.”
“Take it easy.”
“I love being pregnant, but I hate how it makes me look.”
“You’re happy. You’re glowing.”
“Maybe, I like the idea of being pregnant, but it’s nine months too long.”
“Enjoy it while you can.”
“Easy for you to say. What are we going to do? We can barely take care of Amy and Alex.”
“People say three is exponentially more difficult.”
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“What was I thinking? I should have been more careful.”

What Do You Do All Day
“You’re not going to believe this.”
“It’s accelerating.”
“Inbound.”
“Could be the gravitation of the supermassive.”
“I don’t know. I’m still leaning toward a micro hole.”
“How am I going to validate a micro?”
“Will do. Could it be evaporating?”
“Good point.”
“You sound like my wife.”
“I do.”

I Can’t Even Find Anything on Netflix
“Should I be worried?”
“About what?”
“The Russians.”
“The Russians? What about the Iranians and North Koreans?”
“You’re no help. I don’t want anything to happen to my baby.”
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“It doesn’t help to worry.”
“You don’t help one bit. Isn’t there anything we can do?”
“Nuke them first?”
“I hate when you talk that way.”
“I just think we should get it over with.”
“I’m scared. I wish we had a place in Switzerland.”
“Maybe, you shouldn’t watch the news so much.”
“I’m pregnant. I’m tired. What am I supposed to do?”
“Read a book.”
“I can’t read. I can’t even find anything on Netflix.”

Dust in the Wind
“I love my job.”
“It’s disappearing, reappearing and moving. Evaporating binary micro sucked into an SMBH?”
“What can it be?”
“I’m working on it.”
“I don’t think it goes that far out.”
“Good to know.”

“That’s a lot of work.”
“What if I’m not worthy?”
“But it’s there.”
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“One down, two to go.”
“That means a lot to me.”
“Vanity of vanities.”

We Can’t Even Afford a Baby
“I can’t take it anymore.”
“Take what?”
“What if something’s wrong?”
“With the baby?”
“I’m so worried. What if there’s a problem?”
“Why should there be a problem?”
“We have terrible medical insurance.”
“You can give birth at home.”
“I’m not going to give birth at home. That’s so dangerous. Do you remember what happened to
Vicky? Oh, my God, I’m going to the hospital. Can you imagine what would have happened to
Amy or Alex if I didn’t go to the hospital? I’d be dead. How can you even say that?”
“We had better insurance then.”
“Can’t you talk to someone? You need a better job. Can’t you do anything? We can’t even
afford a baby!”

Connected to the Supermassive
“It’s elusive.”
“I can’t get a handle on it. There’s no accretion disk. No radiation. It’s just a barely noticeable
distortion in space.”
“How can I tell if it’s evaporating?”
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“That’s what I’m afraid of.”
“But, I want to know what it is.”
“I need a break.”
“I want to know what it is.”
“You have a point there, but it could also go nowhere.”

“I wish I had your confidence.”

“If, if, if….”
“I don’t know if that’s really true, but alright, I get it. So, what do I do, just keep waiting and
watching, comparing wave lengths and time stamps?”
“No idea.”
“Working on it.”

Don’t You Come Near Me
“Oh, my God!”
“What?”
“I felt a kick.”
“Already?”
“There it is again. Put your hand over here!”
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“Hmmm!”
“Stop that!”
“I’m just trying to find the right spot.”
“It’s not down there.”
“Here?”
“A little higher. There. Wait. Did you feel that?”
“Not sure.”
“There!”
“Maybe.”
“How could you not feel that?”
“Should I press harder?”
“Never mind! I felt a kick. I can’t believe it!”
“Wow!”
“You’re so full of shit!”
“Why did you say that?”
“You don’t even care.”
“Of course, I care. I’m so excited.”
“You never even kiss me.”
“You want to be kissed?”
“I know what you want, and you can forget about that for a while.”
“It’s good when you’re pregnant.”
“Don’t you come near me!”

I’m Not Ready
“It’s cold!”

“Thank God.”
“A little nauseous sometimes but otherwise pretty good.”
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“Thank you. You’re the best.”
“I wish.”
“Then, why do I feel this way? Why do I feel like I’m being punished?”

“They’re great.”
“He’s OK.”
“We’re good. I should be happier. Things could just be better. I’m just so anxious about
everything.”
“Eight.”

“Thank you Rachel. How can I ever thank you enough?”
“OK, I’m trying.”
“No, thank you. I’m not ready.”
“Yes.”
“I will.”
“Thank you Rachel. That means so much to me. You’re the best.”
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Take a Break
“It’s mind boggling.”
“I can’t even get a constant acceleration or trajectory.”
“Good point.”
“What a headache!”
“I hate that module.”
“I know. I just have a lot on my table.”
“Why is everything such a challenge?”
“I am.”
“On weekends.”
“It’s not easy with Ashley, work and the kids.”

“OK.”

I Need a Vacation
“Abe?”
“What?”
“Are you awake?”
“Now, I am.”
14

A New Law of Nature
“Can you talk for a minute?”
“What?”
“I don’t know what’s happening anymore.”
“What do you mean?”
“I don’t know how I can do this.”
“You don’t have to do anything.”
“It’s too strange.”
“Did you have a nightmare?”
“Maybe. I feel like something terrible is going to happen.”
“Stop that! Everything’s going to be fine.”
“What if something happens?”
“Like what?”
“I don’t know. What if the baby dies? What if I die?”
“You need to get some sleep. I need to sleep. Go to sleep!”
“You’re supposed to make me feel safe.”
“Everything will be fine. Think of good things. A field of flowers, a beautiful beach, count
sheep!”
“I need a vacation.”

This Could Change our Understanding of the Universe
“It’s inbound. It’s accelerating. It’s distorting space. I can’t get a handle on its mass or
temperature. It’s more like a gravitational wave. Could be something out of the supermassive.
Could be an evaporating micro.”
“You want me to look at everything?”
“You’re telling me I should also get hold of ALMA, ASTRO, DAMPE, GAP, HXMT, JWST and
TESS?”
“That’ll take months.”
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“I thought if I found something, I’d know what it is.”
“Maybe, I should get a team together.”

“No politics, just science.”
“I wish you could spend more time on this.”
“That’s fine with me.”

“I suppose.”

“When you put it that way, gees!”

It’s a Girl
“I’m ready this time.”
“Thank you.”
“I like being surprised, but I think we want to plan this one a little.”
“Go ahead.”
“Yes.”
“A girl?”
“I thought it was a boy.”
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“I don’t know.”
“It’s a girl?”
“Oh, my God. It’s a girl. Amy will be so excited!”
“I’m fine. I’m just a little overwhelmed. A girl. I can’t believe it.”
“Are you sure?”
“I don’t want any needles. I’ll take your word for it.”
“Thank you Rachel.”
“Yes, I’ll make an appointment. Thank you.”
“Oh, my God, I will. I can’t believe it’s a girl!”

Make Something Happen
“How are we going to afford this baby?”
“We’ll manage.”
“We’re not managing. You need to find a better job.”
“I’m always looking for a better job.”
“You need to make something happen.”
“I’m doing what I can.”
“I’m tired of hearing that. You need to do more. You need to make more money."
“Tell that to NASA.”
“You tell that to NASA. You have to ask for more, a lot more.”
“It’s not that simple. We have a budget and a review process.”
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“Then, figure something out! This is not what I signed up for. We’re going to have three
children to feed, and they’re not going to walk around in rags.”
“They won’t walk around in rags.”
“You know what I mean. Without my parent’s help, we wouldn’t even have a roof over our
heads. We’d be living in the streets.”
“Your negativity doesn’t help.”
“Then do something for a change. Be a man!”

I Can’t Stop Thinking About It
“If it’s a black hole, it’s really very small, but I still don’t see anything coming out of it.”
“Nothing.”
“Yes.”

“I’m having a hard time with that. It just doesn’t make any sense.”
“It’s way too high.”
“A black hole can’t be warmer than the space around it.”
“That’s what we’ve been saying.”
“Then, it’s not a black hole.”

“Maybe, you can figure out where I messed up.”

“I can’t stop thinking about it.”
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I Don’t Know Why You Waste your Time
“Read it again.”
“What?”
“Stream of Life.”
”Every person and every living thing comes from the stream of life. Every person comes from
their parents, who come from their parents, who come from their parents, back, back, back,
until the first parents, and even back further, until the first life. Every person, animal and plant
comes from a stream of life that has existed since the beginning of life. You are part of the
stream of life. Your life has existed since the beginning of life in an unbroken chain of life, birth
and life, birth and life, birth and life, an unbroken chain since the beginning of life. When a living
thing dies, it is a death in the stream of life. It is a death of a continuous life force that has
existed since the beginning of life. There is an unbroken chain of life since the beginning of life.
Not every life bears fruit, continues the stream of life, yet the stream of life goes on and on as
long as some life bears fruit, bears life. There is a stream of life. All life is from an unbroken
chain of life since the beginning of life. All death is a termination of an unbroken chain of life
since the beginning of life. All birth is the continuation of an unbroken stream of life since the
beginning of life. There is a stream of life.”
“You wrote that?”
“I did.”
“I don’t know why you waste your time.”

Relatively Speaking

“It’s accelerating and approaching the speed of light.”
“It’s so far away, it’s hard to tell, but that’s how it looks.”
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“With a few readings of the mass and acceleration, we can prove we’ve found an evaporating
black hole.”
“And predict where and when it will finish evaporating.”
“Nice.”
“This is good stuff, right?”
“I finally found something.”
“You’ll help me get it published?”
“Bigger than the supermassive?”
“Ha, ha, ha!”

I Can’t Take It Any Longer
“This is so bizarre.”
“What?”
“There’s a baby growing inside of me.”
“That’s bizarre. I mean, we each grew inside of our parents. That’s really bizarre.”
“You’ve never had anyone grow inside of you.”
“No, it must feel strange.”
“I think I’m going to burst, if she keeps kicking me like that.”
“She’s trying to burst out? What’s amazing is that every living thing has a seed inside itself.”
“Why?”
“How did it all begin? Adam was born of the earth. Life began in the primordial soup. Eve was
cloned from Adam’s rib. Life perpetuated itself through seeds and eggs. Birth is nature’s way of
cloning in the stream of life.”
“But how can she grow inside of me? How can she breathe? Doesn’t she need water and light?”
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“She’s not a plant.”
“Why in my belly?”
“I don’t know.”
“But she’ growing inside of me. I can feel her.”
“Are you OK?”
“Why?”
“You’re breathing heavily.”
“I am?”
“Yes, and I think you’re starting to glow.”
“Stop that!”
“I’m serious. Your skin is glowing.”
“Oh, my God, I can’t take it any longer.”

Keep It Together
“I’ve got the change in mass and acceleration. It should evaporate in a few weeks.”
“Don’t we want others to watch?”

“Give me a break.”
“It’s significant but not that significant.”

“That would be a bonus.”
“So, a few more weeks?”
“What?”
“Will do.”
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Before the Baby’s Born
“What should we name her?”
“Shouldn’t we wait until she is born? We waited for the others.”
“I thought we were going to plan ahead this time. We know it’s a girl.”
“Are we going to stick with A’s?”
“I don’t know.”
“How about TESS?”
“Tess of d'Urbervilles?”
“No, TESS, Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite.”
“I don’t think so.”
“Why not?”
“I don’t like the name Tess. It’s old fashioned, and I’m not going to name my baby after a
satellite.”
“How about Sophia?”
“Pretty, but….”
“Or Isabella?”
“Beautiful, but….”
“What are you thinking?”
“I don’t know. I don’t think we were very creative with Amy and Alexander, although I love their
names.”
“We had grandparents and parents to think about.”
“Yes, but it was our decision. We still need a name.”
“How about Abigail?”
“Abigail? I’ve always loved that name.”
“Well?”
“Let’s think about it. I’m not ready yet. We should make a list.”
“It’ll come to us.”
“Why does everything have to be so difficult?”
“We can choose any name we want.”
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“That’s the problem. I don’t want to wait until we fill out the birth certificate. I don’t want to
tell all my friends we haven’t decided yet, or we’re waiting until the baby is born. I want to
know her name! Why don’t my babies ever have names?”
“Give her a name!”
“I’m just asking you for a little help.”
“We still have a few months.”
“That’s no help.”
“I don’t know what you want.”
“I want a name, a new name for a baby girl.”
“Eve?”
“That’s an old name. I want a new name.”
“You want me to make up a name?”
“I don’t know. Maybe. People do it all the time.”
“How about Cindybella?”
“Yes, something like that, but not Cindybella.”
“I’ll work on it.”
“Good, me too. Let’s be proactive for a change and think of something before the baby’s born.”

It’s Your Baby
“It’s at the speed of light, but it’s still extant.”
“Yesterday.”
“A little above room temperature.”
“What if it keeps going?”
“It should have evaporated.”
“A few more downloads.”
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“I started organizing the data and writing it up.”
“Thank you. You sure you don’t want your name on it?”
“Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

We Need a Bigger House
“Can you get the door?”
“Are you talking to me?”
“Who else? Someone’s at the door.”
“Who could it be?”
“It’s probably the crib.”
“OK, I’ll get it.”
“Is it the crib?”
“Yes, it’s the crib. Where should I put it?”
“Just put it in the living room for now.”
“It’s heavy.”
“Do you need help?”
“I got it.”
“Alex can help you put it together.”
“We can do it on Sunday.”
“That would be great. Thank you.”
“Where are we going to put it, in Amy’s room?”
“We should probably put it in our room.”
“I don’t want to have to put it together and take it apart again. Maybe, we should put it in
Amy’s room. Worst comes to worst, she can move downstairs.”
“She’s not going to move downstairs.”
“What about the den?”
“Where would we put the TV?”
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“We could move it to the living room.”
“I don’t want a TV in the living room. We need another room. We need a bigger house.”
“Maybe, we could sell the baby and buy a bigger house.”
“Why do you say things like that? Maybe, you should make more money, so we could buy a
bigger house!”

Sleepworking
“It’s moving faster than the speed of light.”
“Take a look for yourself.”
“I sent you a link.”
“I don’t know.”
“That’s the first thing I said to you.”
“I checked FIRE, CLASH and EHT, and I’m looking at TESS now. It’s confirmed.”
“Duke, this is what I see, and I don’t know what’s real or not anymore. Are all the scopes
tainted? Is has to be our software.”
“There has to be a glitch.”

I’m So Depressed
“Where are we going to put the baby?”
“We should put her in the den. It’s just for a while, until Amy’s ready to move downstairs.”
“She’s still scared to be downstairs alone.”
“She’d have her own floor, her own bathroom. I don’t understand why she doesn’t want that.”
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“She’s not ready.”
“Soon?”
“I hope so. I don’t want to have to move again. I want to stay here forever.”
“It’ll work it out.”
“Maybe, we should call an architect and look into adding a room.”
“We don’t even use half the space in the house. Why don’t the kids ever go down stairs?”
“They’re scared.”
“Scared of what?”
“Scared of being on a different floor.”
“That’s ridiculous. Maybe, we should get a ping pong table or something.”
“There’s not enough room.”
“There’s plenty of room.”
“Maybe, you should move down stairs, and the baby can stay in here.”
“Thanks.”
“I’m so depressed.”

Glitches Have Fixes
“What did you say?”
“Duke, no. It’s clean.”
“We’ll have to get someone to debug it.”
“A year?”
“I’ll have to check, but there are patches almost daily.”
“The patches are mostly cybersecurity.”
“I’ll contact tech support.”
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“I’m devastated.”
“I thought I’d finally found something.”
“I hope so.”
“They’re in Bangalore.”
“This is going to break me.”

You’re Impossible
“I’m not going to do this again.”
“What are you talking about?”
“This is the last one.”
“You don’t want any more babies?”
“I’m not going on the pill again.”
“IUD is great.”
“That’s easy for you to say. You should do something this time. You should get a vasectomy.”
“I’m not going to get a vasectomy.”
“Why not?”
“What if I want to have more kids?”
“It’s reversible.”
“I don’t think so.”
“It is.”
“Well, that’s not something I would do.”
“You expect me to take a pill every day that messes with my hormones or have a foreign object
shoved in my body?”
“When you put it that way.”
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“You should really think about getting a vasectomy.”
“It’s not going to happen.”
“Well, maybe, we shouldn’t sleep together anymore.”
“Maybe.”
“You’re impossible.”

There’s Nothing We Can Do
“What did he just say?”
“Who?”
“The guy on the news.”
“I wasn’t paying attention. I’m reading something.”
“Russia is threatening to nuke us?”
“They’ve been threatening us for seventy years.”
“Can they really do that? Should I be worried?”
“It doesn’t help to worry, but it seems inevitable.”
“Inevitable?”
“Even if we nuke them first, there could be repercussions.”
“I don’t think we’d ever do that or they’d ever do that.”
“Why not?”
“I hate when you’re trying to scare me.”
“I’m not trying to scare you. It’s just the way things are.”
“How can you be so calm?”
“What am I supposed to do?”
“You’re supposed to protect me. I’m pregnant, and I’m worried about our children. You should
at least pay attention.”
“To what?”
“They said they’re going to nuke us!”
“Maybe, you shouldn’t watch the news.”
“You watch the news all day.”
“I like to know what’s going on, but I don’t get emotional about it.”
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“Maybe, you should.”
“There’s nothing we can do. They’re crazy.”
“Maybe, if you were more of a man, I wouldn’t be so terrified!”

Cap it at C
“They can’t find any bugs.”
“I’ll ask around, but I doubt we can get specs on every component and all that software.”
“Everything else seems fine.”
“This is so frustrating.”

“How can we trust any of the other data?”
“And what if it doesn’t disappear?”

“Why do I feel like jumping out the window?”
“I don’t know how much longer I can take this.”
“Everything.”

You’re Sleeping Downstairs Tonight
“Is that the news?”
“Yes.”
“What country are they talking about?”
“Iran.”
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“Iran tested a nuclear weapon?”
“Yes.”
“Where?”
“In the desert.”
“So we’re imposing more sanctions?”
“Yes.”
“What did the President say?”
“I don’t know. Please be quiet. I want to hear this.”
“Why are they attacking Yemen?”
“Shhh!”
“A drone hit a wedding?”
“I’m trying to watch the news.”
“I was just asking a question. Is that your phone?”
“Hello? Hey, it’s good to hear your voice!”
“Can you please talk somewhere else? I want to watch my show.”
“You’re always talking while I’m watching.”
“That’s not true.”
“You do.”
“You’re sleeping downstairs tonight!”

The Luckiest Guy I Know
“No one even admits to having shareware, no less a glitch.”
“Not much, just approximate coordinates. The consensus was to recheck our analysis.”
“Now what?”
“We’ve been over it a hundred times.”
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“Why didn’t we do that before?”
“It’ll take days to configure.”
“Just the thought of it makes me queasy.”
“What can I do in meantime?”
“What if it turns out to be something else?”
“Why me?”

You Don’t Take Anything Seriously
“I’m getting really nervous.”
“About the baby?”
“About going to war with Russia.”
“Why?”
“Did you see the news?”
“About the plane we shot down?”
“Yes.”
“That happened yesterday.”
“I just saw the headlines.”
“It’s a lot of hype.”
“They said they are going to retaliate.”
“They say lots of things. I wouldn’t worry about it too much.”
“Amy and Alex are even talking about it.”
“They go to a great school.”
“They asked me if we’re all going to die.”
“They did? When?”
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“Last night. I thought they were just being philosophical.”
“I wouldn’t worry about it. The Russians will probably just invade Europe or something.”
“This is no time for jokes. The President is going to speak.”
“I’ll talk to the kids.”
“Please don’t scare them!”
“Scare them?”
“You don’t take anything seriously.”
“I’ll tell them we’ll get lead suits and wear sunglasses.”
“That’s what I’m talking about.”
“I’m just kidding.”
“We’re having a baby, and I don’t want her to be born during World War III.”

Take a Day Off
“Duke!”
“I love this new module. It’s almost set up.”

“A couple of weeks, mi alma!”
“Thank you. Smooth travels.”
“Chile!”
“Take a day off.”
“Chao!”

It’s Not Safe Anywhere
“Why would we attack Turkey?”
“They’re working with the terrorists.”
32

A New Law of Nature
“Aren’t they on our side?”
“They were for a while but not anymore.”
“I don’t understand.”
“They’re working with the Russians, Iran and the Syrians. They’ve gone to the dark side.”
“I was in Istanbul, remember?”
“Fifteen years ago?”
“I’d love to go back.”
“I don’t think so.”
“Why not?”
“Americans are not welcome.”
“What are you talking about?”
“The State Department just issued a travel warning.”
“That’s ridiculous.”
“It’s not safe.”
“It’s not safe anywhere. What are we going to do? I don’t understand why we’re fighting with
Turkey. I want to take the kids Istanbul. I want to travel as a family. We never go anywhere!”

You’ll Speak with Him Tomorrow
“What’s the matter?”
“Duke had an accident.”
“A car accident?”
“He was skiing in Chile.”
“I want to go skiing in Chile. Did he break a leg?”
“He hit his head.”
“Ouch, is he OK?”
“He’s unconscious.”
“Is there someone with him? Is he in a hotel?”
“He’s in a hospital In Santiago.”
“That’s terrible.”
“Maybe, I should go.”
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“He’ll be fine.”
“It sounds pretty bad. I can’t believe this, damn!”
“I’m sorry. We’ll send flowers and a card.”
“I’m going to keep calling, until I hear his voice.”
“Oh, sweetie!”
“I feel responsible. I encouraged him to go skiing.”
“It’s not your fault.”
“I need to speak with him.”
“When’s he supposed to come home?”
“Next week. He’s working at an observatory.”
“Maybe, he’ll come back sooner now.”
“If he wakes up.”
“Don’t worry! Get some sleep! You’ll speak with him tomorrow.”

Don’t You Want Me to Go
“I can’t believe this. He’s in a coma. They’re flying him back to the US.”
“To UNMC?”
“Yes.”
“What happened? Did he hit a tree?”
“Someone hit him”
“Those snow boarders. They’re so dangerous!”
“I don’t know.”
“When’s he arriving?”
“Early tomorrow morning.”
“Should we go to the airport?”
“Probably better to meet him at the hospital.”
“Ok, I’ll ask my parents if they can take the kids to school.”
“You don’t have to go with me.”
“Don’t you want me to go?”
“If the kids are OK.”
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“I’m calling.”

We Have to Be Prepared
“Yes.”
“Who said we’re going to war with Russia?”
“Do you like the Current Events teacher?”
“I’m probably too old, and you’re probably too young. Besides, you’re a girl, and we don’t even
have a draft for boys. We have a volunteer army.”
“Yes, your Current Events teacher didn’t teach you that?”

“I don’t think we’re going to have that kind of war. Would you volunteer for the army?”
“Then, you don’t have to go.”
“What else did you talk about in class?”

“That sounds about right, and hopefully, that’ll be the end of it.”
“Definitely not.”
“There’s no way to be prepared for a nuclear war.”
“A drill?”
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“In the basement?”

“That seems like the right thing to do. Very interesting.”

“That’s a lot of drills.”

I’ll Call You if There’s Any Change
“Slow down!”
“How are you feeling?”
“Bloated. There’s a spot!”
“I see it. I hope he’s OK.”
“Me too.”
“We’re here to see Professor Duke Johnston.”
“A patient.”
“No visitors? I’m his friend and colleague. He doesn’t have any local family.”
“Can I speak with him?”
“Why not?”
“Induced coma! What’s going on?”
“Can I speak with his doctor?”

36

A New Law of Nature
“We work together. I was his student.”
“I appreciate that so much.”
“Thank you so much.”

I Hope We Have a Nuclear War
“Goodnight Daddy!”
“Goodnight Alex!”
“Daddy?”
“What?”
“Are we going to have a nuclear war?”
“A nuclear war? Why would you think that?”
“We had a drill at school, and Amy told me about it.”
“Amy told you about nuclear war?”
“The whole world will be destroyed, and everyone will die.”
“I’m not so sure about that. There’ll always be survivors. No one is going to nuke Africa,
Australia or South America.”
“Everyone would be blown up or die from radiation.”
“Is that what Amy told you?”
“Yes, and she learned it in Current Events.”
“Well, maybe Amy’s just trying to scare you. I’m going to have to talk to her about that.”
“I’m not scared. I hope we have a nuclear war.”
“You hope we have a nuclear war?”
“Then, I wouldn’t have to go to school anymore.”
“Go to bed, and get some sleep!”
“Goodnight, daddy!”
“Goodnight!”

I’m Not Paranoid
“How long has it been?”
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“He’s been back a week.”
“That’s terrible.”
“I don’t know what to do.”
“What do you mean?”
“I need his advice.”
“Can’t you move forward without him?”
“I don’t know.”
“You need more self-confidence.”
“I have to publish what I found, but there’re problems.”
“Did you finish writing the paper?”
“Almost there.”
“Who will you give it to?”
“I’ll give it to Duke.”
“There must be someone else.”
“No one else will make sure I get the credit due.”
“That’s not true.”
“They’ll rip me apart and then steal it from me.”
“Don’t be so paranoid.”
“I’m not paranoid. That’s just how things work.”
“Can’t you just send it to Science or National Geographic?”
“It needs to be reviewed and recommended, before they’ll even look at it.”
“Send it to that professor at MIT.”
“Bañados?”
“Yes. Bañados. Doesn’t he work closely with Duke?”
“I want Duke to review it.”
“I know.”

I Want to Be Happy
“Israel attacked Iran?”
“They shot down an Iranian plane.”
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“Should I be concerned?”
“About what?”
“It’s going on every day now. Has the world gone mad?”
“The world’s always been mad.”
“I’m getting more and more anxious every time I watch the news.”
“You’re pregnant.”
“Every day, it seems to get worse. When’s it going to stop?”
“When you give birth.”
“I don’t want to have to worry about World War III.”
“It doesn’t help to worry.”
“You always say that.”
“It’s true.”
“Why did they shoot down that plane?”
“It’s called self-defense.”
“Why don’t they just stop trying to kill each other?”
“Try telling that to the other side.”
“I don’t get it. Do they think can get away with shooting, and they won’t get shot in return?”
“It’s been going on since the beginning of time.”
“Why is this still going on? Don’t people want to live in peace?”
“Apparently not.”
“I feel like having a baby now is a big mistake.”
“Too late for that. Stop watching the news!”
“I can’t help it. I’m so scared. I don’t want to live in fear. I want to be happy.”

You Know You’re Right
“What did they say?”
“They keep telling me the same thing. ‘Something’s wrong with your data or analysis.’ Bañados
laughed at me.”
“Why don’t you leave out the speed of light thing?”
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“I can’t. Something seems to be moving faster than the speed of light which we know is
impossible, so it may be a glitch in my software or a problem with my analysis, but it also could
be an evaporating black hole or a worm hole. I don’t know. I need to speak with Duke!”
“I’m sorry. What about NASA?”
“I don’t want to lose my job.”
“Isn’t that what they hired you for?”
“I’m supposed to clean and confirm data, not come to crazy conclusions based on glitches and
poor analysis.”
“You haven’t told them anything?”
“Without Duke, they’ll tell me to take a walk.”
“But you know you’re right.”
“It doesn’t matter. It’s too strange. No one believes me, and I don’t even know what I’ve
found.”
“You’ve worked with so many great people.”
“I don’t have that kind of relationship with anyone else, and there are not many people who
have Duke’s capacity to figure things out. He knows space better than anyone else. He knows
the math, and he’s got the intuition.”
“Maybe, he’ll wake up.”

My Mother Should be Here Any Minute
“I don’t feel well.”
“What do you mean?”
“I think I’m having contractions.”
“Now?”
“Yes.”
“Braxton Hicks?”
“I don’t know.”
“Did you call Rachel?”
“Yes.”
“What did she say?”
“She’s at a delivery. I’m waiting for her to call back. Maybe, we can meet at her office. I might
have to go to the hospital. There was some blood.”
40

A New Law of Nature
“Oh, no, I’m sorry.”
“I just want everything to be OK.”
“Maybe, you need to take it easy and not run around so much.”
“I’ve been so anxious lately.”
“Why don’t you lie down for a while? Let me know if Rachel calls. I’ll go with you. I’ll take the
kids out for dinner. We can bring something back for you.”
“No, that’s fine. My mother will take me. She was going to drop by anyway. Just pick up some
more ice cream, vanilla, and some bananas and blueberries.”
“OK.”
“Thank you. It hurts.”
“What hurts?”
“My stomach.”
“Maybe, I should stay home.”
“Please go! My mother should be here any minute.”

I Need to Relax
“What did she say?”
“I don’t have to go to the hospital, but she wants me to stay in bed for a few days. She
prescribed something to soothe my contractions.”
“So you’re on bed rest?”
“Yes, I’m sorry.”
“Nothing to be sorry about. We’ll have to find you some good books or magazines.
“I’ll be watching a lot of TV. You’ll have to pick up the kids from school.”
“No problem.”
“And make sure they eat.”
“We’ll get pizza.”
“You know, you could also cut up some salad.”
“They don’t eat salad.”
“They need to start eating salad. So much is going on.”
“You just relax, and take it easy. Did you pick up the prescription?”
“Yes. Did you get vanilla ice cream?”
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“Yes.”
“And blueberries and bananas?”
“Yes.”
“You’re the best!”
“You want a bowl?”
“A big bowl with lots of blueberries. Thank you.”
“Coming right up.”
“What would I do without you? Oh, and no sex either.”
“For how long?”
“Until I’m better.”
“I love you when you’re pregnant.”
“Stop that! You’ll just get more frustrated.”
“There’s other things we can do.”
“I’m not doing that either. I need to relax, and don’t forget to rinse the blueberries.”

It Doesn’t Make Any Sense
“Why would the Iranians shoot down a Turkish plane?”
“I think it was near the border with Syria. Maybe, it was a mistake. Maybe, they thought it was
an American or Israeli jet. Maybe, because Turkey is still part of NATO.”
“Whose side are they on?”
“Turkey? I don’t know. Perhaps, Iran is just trying to confuse us.”
“Iran thinks they can fight NATO?”
“They have the Russians at their back.”
“That doesn’t make any sense. What are they fighting for?”
“Jihad.”
“I don’t believe it.”
“They want to control the oil.”
“The Iranians?”
“The Russians and the Iranians.”
“I thought they had plenty of oil.”
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“They have lots of oil, and we have lots of oil, and we fight over the rest.”
“That’s just crazy. It just doesn’t make any sense.”
“Never did and never will.”
“I’m trying to have a baby, and the whole world’s going mad. Maybe, I should stop watching the
news.”
“Don’t get stressed about it. You’re supposed to be taking it easy.”
“But everyone is attacking everyone, and it concerns me. I want the world to be safe for my
babies!”

You’ve Got to be More Confident
“I wish this was over already.”
“Soon.”
“Not soon enough.”
“Are you OK?”
“I feel anxious.”
“About the baby?”
“About you.”
“It’s been over three weeks. What if Duke doesn’t wake up?”
“What’s the latest?”
“They still don’t know.”
“You have to move on.”
“How?”
“Give your research to someone.”
“I can’t yet.”
“Then, publish it yourself.”
“Where?”
“On Facebook.”
“That’s ridiculous.”
“Why?”
“What would that accomplish?”
“You’re work would be out there, and people could comment.”
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“I don’t need our friends to give me likes. I need validation from the scientific community.”
“Aren’t there academic social networks? You once mentioned them to me.”
“How did you remember that?”
“I have a great memory. So?”
“That’s not a bad idea. Academia. ResearchGate. Let me think about it.”
“Just do it!”
“What if I messed up?”
“You’ve got to be more confident. Duke believes in you. Do it for Duke!”

Do You Want Me to Post It
“Did you post it on Academia?”
“Yes.”
“Any comments?”
“It takes time. People have to find it and then read it.”
“Did you post it on the other one too?”
“No.”
“Why not?”
“I want to get some feedback first.”
“So, post it there too, and on Facebook. If you want feedback, you’ve got to put it out there.”
“I’m not going to post on Facebook.”
“Why not? Aren’t some of your friends astronomers?”
“A few.”
“Do you want me to post it?”
“I’ll put it on ResearchGate.”
“Good.”

I Don’t Want Any Problems
“The Iranians blocked the Straits of Hormuz.”
“That won’t last long.”
“Why not?”
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“We won’t allow it.”
“Won’t that make us at war with Iran?”
“We’re already at war with Iran.”
“Those planes we shot down the other day?”
“Yes.”
“This sounds more serious.”
“It is.”
“What if they try to bomb us?”
“The Iranians?”
“The Russians.”
“That would be a problem.”
“I don’t want any problems!”
“Everything’ll be fine.”
“How do you know that?”
“Because that’s what you want to hear.”
“You’re so comforting.”

Daddy Believes in Angels
“What?”
“Of course, I believe in angels.”
“The laws of nature are my angels.”
“Like gravity and entropy.”
“God tells angels what to do, and they do it, just like gravity and entropy and all the laws of
nature. You can’t see them, but they’re there, doing exactly what they’re supposed to do.”
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“Maybe, on special occasions, but mostly they’re invisible.”
“I really do.”
“I study angels.”
“Maybe, every star is an angel.”
“I love you too, sweetie.”

Can’t You Take Anything Seriously
“Any comments?”
“A few downloads but no comments yet.”
“At least a few people are reading it.”
“Could be bots.”
“Why are you so cynical?”
“I’m not cynical, just realistic.”
“Realistic? If I didn’t keep your feet on the ground, you’d be lost in space.”
“Maybe.”
“Any news from the hospital?”
“No.”
“He may still be there when I get there.”
“I hope not.”
“We need a name.”
“Duke.”
“That’s not a girl’s name.”
“Duchess.”
“Can’t you take anything seriously? We need a name.”
“Angela.”
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“Angela. I like that.”
“Angela?”
“I’ll think about it.”

That’s a Miracle
“Daddy?”
“What?”
“What’s a miracle?”
“Everything is a miracle.”
“I’m not a miracle.”
“Of course, you’re a miracle!”
“And Amy is a miracle?”
“Yes, Amy is a miracle too.”
“And mommy and daddy are miracles?”
“We’re all miracles, even though we don’t always know it.”
“So, everyone is a miracle?”
“Yes, everyone is a miracle.”
“How do you know?”
“Where did you come from?”
“I don’t know.”
“You were born from mommy and daddy, right?”
“Yes, I was born from mommy and daddy.”
“Everyone was born from their mommy and daddy, right?”
“Everyone was born their mommy and daddy.”
“You can keep going back to the first mommy and daddy. Let’s call them Adam and Eve.”
“I know them! We learned about them in Sunday School.”
“Where did they come from?”
“From their mommy and daddy.”
“No. Where did the first mommy and daddy, Adam and Eve, come from?”
“I don’t know.”
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“Nobody knows, and that’s the miracle! Did they come from nothing? Did God create them?
Some people call it creation, and other people call it the Big Bang, and I call it the Big Birth. It’s
all a miracle!”
"I still don’t understand what a miracle is.”
“Think of it as a caterpillar turning into a butterfly.”
“That’s a miracle!”
“You got it! Goodnight!”
“Goodnight, daddy!”

A Worm Hole
“How many downloads?”
“Twenty-six.”
“Now we’re getting somewhere. Any comments?”
“This guy from IceCube loves it. Says I should come down there.”
“Isn’t that in the South Pole?”
“Yes.”
“See, your paper’s going all over the world. I love the Internet!”
“I think I put it out too early.”
“Why would you say that?”
“It’s still accelerating. It’s gone from the speed of light to over ten times the speed of light.”
“Is that even possible?”
“Not as far as we know. It’s jumping through space.”
“A worm hole?”
“You surprise me sometimes. It has to be a worm hole.”
“You can always make updates. You can even comment on your own article or on other
people’s comments.”
“When did you become so savvy?”
“You think all I do is shop on Amazon. Well, I also read your emails.”

Comparative Religion
48

A New Law of Nature
“What?”
“Why are you asking me that?”
“Good, yes, I believe in God.”
“Yes, I believe that God created the world.”
“Most of the greatest scientists who ever lived believed in God.”
“That’s a great question. I never thought about it. He probably did. You’re learning about
Charles Darwin?”

“I believe in both. God created evolution. God created the laws of nature which allowed
evolution to take place. I would say that God created the angels of evolution. Darwin was the
scientist who studied those angels.”
“Me too, and I love you. You’re so smart!”
“Goodnight pumpkin.”
“How do you know that?”

You’ll Just Have to be Patient
“North Korea sunk a Japanese finishing boat.”
“Maybe, it was a Japanese spy ship.”
“Why do you always take the other side?”
“I’m not taking the other side.”
“It was a fishing boat. They said it was in retaliation for what the Japanese did to them.”
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“What did the Japanese do to them?”
“They sunk a North Korean ship, but it was twenty years ago.”
“Some people never forget and never forgive.”
“It’s like everyone is testing everyone’s limits. Hundreds of Pakistanis and Indians have been
killed in the past few days. ”
“They also had a crisis about twenty years ago. That was scary.”
“Why?”
“They threatened to nuke each other, and we had to convince them to stop.”
“It just seems to get worse and worse. Why is there so much hate in the world?”
“To balance all the love.”
“You would say something like that.”
“Greed, ignorance, fear, revenge and sexual frustration.”
“Sexual frustration, that’s why you would go to war.”
“Perhaps.”
“You’ll just have to be patient. Only a couple more months, until I have the baby and a couple
more months ‘til I recover from that.”

I Feel Nauseous
“What’s the matter?”
“It’s either jumping through space or moving over a hundred times the speed of light, and it’s
getting heavier, not evaporating.”
“That’s wonderful!”
“Wonderful?”
“You found something new and amazing. You’re going to be famous!”
“It’s either changing everything in its path or distorting the view of everything behind it.”
“I thought the only thing beyond it was the super massive.”
“Not any more.”
“You’re excited!”
“It’s so crazy, it’s scary.”
“You said it was at the other end of the universe.”
“It still is but….”
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“I don’t know about you, but I have to lie down. I feel nauseous.”
“Here, let me give you a hand.”
“Stop that. I’m nauseous!”

Don’t Forget to Tag Me
“Any news?”
“It’s has to be a worm hole jumping through space. It’s moving over a thousand times the speed
of light!”
“Any feedback?”
“Lots of negative posts, but some people are asking for coordinates.”
“Did you give them out?”
“Yes.”
“And?”
“No confirmations yet.”
“Did you post it on Facebook?”
“No.”
“Twitter?”
“Not yet.”
“What are you waiting for?”
“I don’t know.”
“Get it out there!”
“It’s out there.”
“Why don’t you ever listen to me?”
“I listen to you when you have something constructive to say.”
“Then post it on Facebook and Twitter!”
“Ok, I’ll post it.”
“And don’t forget to tag me!”

Leida
“See, it’s got forty-nine likes.”
“Great.”
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“What about Twitter?”
“One retweet.”
“What hashtags did you use?”
“#Hubble, #TESS, a dozen observatories and such.”
“What about #NASA?”
“I don’t want to throw it in their face.”
“Ok, it needs a unique name.”
“Why?”
“It’ll be easier to follow.”
“Duke and I were thinking about that. What should we call it?”
“It’s something that’s never been seen before, isn’t it?”
“I would say so.”
“Ouch!”
“What?”
“She’s kicking, and it hurts. She giving me contractions.”
“You’re having contractions?”
“When she kicks that hard, it hurts.”
“Sorry.”
“I can’t wait ‘til this is over.”
“What about Genesis?”
“What about it?”
“As a name.”
“You need something new.”
“Leida?”
“Read in Spanish?”
“Birth in Hebrew.”
“I like that, Leida.”
“Then, Leida it is.”
“Leida.”
“See you Leida.”
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“Ha, ha, ha!”

I Think We’re Getting Close
“Two hundred forty-eight likes! Why aren’t you responding to the comments?”
“It’s gone.”
“What do you mean?”
“It finally evaporated.”
“You said it was getting heavier.”
“Maybe, it was still absorbing matter.”
“It just disappeared?”
“I can’t find it.”
“Post an update!”
“Tomorrow.”
“Why?”
“I want to make sure.”
“Don’t procrastinate!”
“Patience!”
“Stubborn!”
“I can download new data tomorrow.”
“Tomorrow, you might be taking me to the hospital.”
“You’re having contractions?”
“Not regularly.”
“How often?”
“Once in a while.”
“You should time them.”
“It’s not regular yet, but I think we’re getting close. I have to pee like every five minutes.”

How Could You Say That
“North and South Korea are at war? This is getting out of control! How can you be so calm
about everything? Aren’t you concerned?”
“Of course, I’m concerned.”
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“We have to defend South Korea, but why does China side with North Korea?”
“It’s complicated, but mainly balance of power.”
“China would be better off without the North Korea.”
“Tell that to the Chinese.”
“We can’t let North Korea destroy South Korea, but if we do something, it could make things
worse.”
“I think we’ll destroy North Korea.”
“So many innocent people.”
“We’ll target the military.”
“What about China? Would they really attack us?”
“They may make a few moves to save face, but I don’t think really they want a full-scale military
conflict. They’ll only attack military targets. They’re not Russia.”
“Why do they say things like that? We don’t threaten to nuke China if they defend North
Korea.”
“We don’t say it, but we’ll do it.”
“How could you say that?”
“We did it to Japan.”
“The Nazis were trying to take over the world.”
“The Nazis had already surrendered.”
“They had?”
“Yes.”
“Then, why did we nuke Japan?”
“We would have had to invade which would have been worse for both sides. Thank God for the
atom bomb!”
“I hate when you say that. In any case, I can’t wait to give birth, so I can start eating sushi and
Chinese food and again. Sunday is just not the same without it.”

I Love Cashmere
“Abe! Abe!”
“What?”
“Did you see the news?”
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“Probably.”
“Why didn’t you say anything?”
“About what?”
“About what’s going on?”
“What are you talking about?”
“Pakistan is threatening to bomb India.”
“That’s not new.”
“But India killed more Pakistani soldiers today.”
“They were trying to invade India.”
“Invade India? How could anyone invade India?”
“The Muslims invaded India. The Persians invaded India. The British invaded India.”
“Why are they even fighting?”
“Over Kashmir.”
“I love cashmere.”
“So do I.”
“I could use a new cashmere sweater.”
“You never even wear the ones you have.”
“They all have holes. We need new moth balls.”

I’m Going to Sleep
“What’ the matter?”
“I found Leida again.”
“I thought Leida evaporated.”
“Leida reappeared.”
“Reappeared?”
“A million-light-year jump.”
“Are you sure?”
“I’m not sure of anything anymore.”
“Abe, stop doubting yourself!”
“Same trajectory, but it disappears and reappears.”
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“That’s what worm holes do.”
“Thank you professor. No one has ever observed a worm hole.”
“Until now.”
“I’m going to post an update.”
“You have to start responding to people.”
“I can’t respond to everyone.”
“Just the good ones.”
“Everything takes time.”
“Oh, my God!”
“Did your water break?”
“Does it look like my water broke? You have twelve retweets.”
“Nobody cares.”
“I care. I’m going to sleep.”

What Are We Going to Do
“Israel just shot down several missiles and bombed the Iranian launch sites.”
“Good.”
“What’s good?”
“They shot down the missiles.”
"When’s it going to stop?"
“When people love their children more than they hate their enemy’s children.”
“I’ve heard that before.”
“I didn’t make it up.”
“Why can’t people just live together?”
“Why don’t we just get it over with already?”
“Get what over with?”
“Let’s just nuke them all.”
“How would that solve anything?”
“I don’t understand what we’re waiting for? The Iranians say they want to destroy us, so let’s
get rid of them.”
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“Just because they say something doesn’t mean they’ll do it.”
“They’re threatening to kill us. We have a right to self-defense.”
“They tried to bomb Israel, not us.”
“If we let them bomb Israel, we’ll be next.”
“What are we going to do?”
“We’ll see.”
“That’s what I’m afraid of.”

Figure It Out
“Six hundred thirteen likes. Forty-nine retweets. Why aren’t you arguing with the naysayers?”
“I’m only responding to those who are searching for it.”
“Where?”
“About half way down. A guy from Webb.”
“I see it. Very good. I’m proud of you!”
“Thank you. Oh, my God!”
“What’s the matter?”
“It jumped over five hundred million light years.”
“Is that bad?”
“That changes everything, but then, it’s all the same.”
“What are you talking about?”
“I was just thinking out loud.”
“What are you thinking out loud?”
“It distorts everything it passes, but then it exactly returns to how it was before.”
“What?”
“I don’t know. I can’t figure it out.”
“Like a filter?”
“A filter?”
“On a camera.”
“Yes, it’s like a filter on a camera. That could be it. You’re a genius!”
“Come on, you’re the genius. It’s changing the picture?”
57

A New Law of Nature
“It’s changing the picture, or it’s temporarily disturbing everything in its path.”
“You’re the astrophysicist. Figure it out!”
“I need to think.”
“Think hard! I know you can do it.”

I’ll Do Something in Photoshop
“Who was that?”
“Fitzgerald.”
“You’re boss?”
“He told me to delete the Facebook post.”
“What?”
“He’s going to let me go, unless I delete the post.”
“Can he do that?”
“Of course.”
“I don’t like him.”
“I knew this would happen.”
“He’s an asshole!”
“He’s doing his job.”
“Can’t he see it? He has access to everything.”
“He thinks it’s a farce.”
“But you have proof.”
“They’re not going to waste their time.”
“A couple of hours?”
“Not even.”
“Screw them!”
“Maybe, I should delete it.”
“I’d never forgive you.”
“If I lost my job?”
“He’s going to lose his.”
“Sure.”
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“Make a YouTube!”
“YouTube?”
“Just do it!”
“Talk about Leida?”
“Data, slides and photos.”
“We don’t have photos.”
“Don’t you have that imaging program?”
“I don’t think it works with the new data formats.”
“I’ll do something in Photoshop.”

I Just Want to Have a Healthy Baby
“Abe, I need your help!”
“Just a minute. I think I found it. A two-billion-light-year jump!”
“Abe!”
“What?”
“Bring some towels, quick! My water broke.”
“Oh, my God! Are you OK?”
“I need you to focus. Here, take the sheets too.”
“No problem. Calm down!”
“Why are you looking at me like that?”
“Leida could pass by our galaxy any time, probably in the next few days, a week at most.”
“I’m about to give birth, and I need you to be with me.”
“Of course, I’ll be with you.”
“Promise?”
“Whatever happens, I’ll be with you.”
“Do you really think something’s going to happen?”
“I don’t know. It’s so far away in space, yet it’s so close in time.”
“I’m talking about the Russians.”
“The Russians?”
“Didn’t you see the news? They shot down one of our planes.”
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“That’s not good.”
“Why now, just when I’m going to give birth?”
“Synchronicity.”
“What’s that supposed to mean?”
“Everything happens for a reason.”
“I don’t care about reason. I just want to have a healthy baby!”

I’m Not Rushing this Time
“I’m having contractions.”
“How often?”
“Every ten minutes.”
“Maybe, your parents should pick the kids up from school.”
“I’ll call them and Rachel.”
“Good. Are you all packed?”
“I packed a week ago.”
“Ok, let me know if you need any help.”
“If my last two births are any indication, this could take a while.”
“Twenty-four hours.”
“That’s from when I got to the hospital. I’m not rushing this time.”
“When you get to five minutes, we’ll go.”
“Four minutes.”
“Are you sure?”
“I don’t want to spend any more time in the hospital than necessary.”

What Should We Do
“It’s going viral! Over a thousand likes! Any word from Fitzgerald?”
“Not yet.”
“Good. He’ll come around.”
“I doubt it.”
“Has anyone else spotted Leida?”
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“Leida’s been spotted by several astronomers, and they want more data.”
“Don’t give them anything!”
“I have to.”
“You have to stop giving away everything for free!”
“That’s not what it’s about.”
“Don’t you care about me and your children?”
“I’m more worried about Leida.”
“You should be worrying about your family.”
“It’s jumping through space, and it’s coming this way.”
“Is that going to pay the bills? You need to make money from this!”
“Bills may not matter anymore.”
“I’m sick and tired of your excuses. You need to get your head out of the clouds.”
“It’s heading toward our galaxy.”
“What are you saying?”
“We don’t know the effects.”
“You said everything goes back to the way it was.”
“The same mass.”
“So what?”
“Our galaxy could retain its mass but be completely transformed.”
“What are talking about?”
“It could crunch our galaxy to the size of a pinhead.”
“Are you trying to scare me?”
“I’m telling you what’s possible.”
“I’m about to give birth, and you’re telling me we’re all going to be sauce?”
“I’m telling you I don’t know what the effects could be. Maybe, it’s just some sort of filter,
distorting the view, and there are no physical effects.”
“What should we do?”
“We should kiss.”
“Maybe, you should sleep on the couch.”
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Open a Bottle of Wine
“Should we go now?”
“They’ll just send you home.”
“I don’t know how much longer I can take this.”
“Would you rather wait at home or at the hospital?”
“What if something happens?”
“The hospital is fifteen minutes away. The less time we spend there, the better.”
“I don’t want anything to happen to the baby. I’d never forgive you.”
“How often are the contractions?”
“I don’t know.”
“Do you want me to time them?”
“I can do it.”
“At least we can visit Duke while we’re waiting. I’m going to update him about Leida.”
“You better stay with me.”
“You can come with.”
“What planet are you on?”
“Why would say that?”
“I’m having contractions. I’m not going to visit with Duke.”
“Ok, but I want to tell him what’s going on.”
“You don’t even know if he can hear.”
“He can hear.”
“Maybe, we should open a bottle of wine.”

She’s Ready
“Who was that? What’s wrong?”
“That was Fitzgerald. He just fired me.”
“What an idiot! I’m sorry, but you don’t need him anymore. You have over twenty thousand
likes, hundreds of downloads, and your YouTube has over a thousand views, and I just posted it
yesterday. How much does the Nobel pay?”
“Don’t be ridiculous.”
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“How much?”
“Over a million.”
“Sounds good to me.”
“You’re the one with your head in the clouds. I just lost my job.”
“Good, you’re a free agent. You’ve got to start listening to all those messages and returning
calls. A lot of them are for interviews.”
“Interviews? Why didn’t you say something?”
“Journalists, newspapers, TV. You need to get a haircut. Do you have clean shirts, or do I need
to take something to the cleaners?”
“I’m not going to do that.”
“Of course, you are. A couple of interviews, and you’ll be famous. You’ll be on Fox and CNN, in
Science and National Geographic.”
“They should publish an article about Leida.”
“It’s not going to happen if you don’t talk to anyone.”
“I’ll make some calls.”
“You promise?”
“I promise.”
“Come here!”
“What do you want?”
“Do you feel her kicking? It’s almost non-stop.”
“Your skin is so tight, it feels like it’s going to tear. I can almost see through it.”
“She wants to come out.”
“She’ll come out when she’s ready.”
“She’s ready.”

Hold My Hand
“Ouch!”
“Don’t forget to breathe!”
“I’m breathing. Ouch!”
“That was under five minutes.”
“I think it’s time to go, but should we go to the hospital or to a bomb shelter?”
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“To the hospital.”
”OK.”
“You have all your stuff? Clothes for the baby?”
“You already put everything in the car.”
“Anything else?”
“Hold my hand.”
“How’s that?”
“Good. One more, and then let’s go.”
“Just a minute. I want to get my computer.”
“You’re not going to bring it with you?”
“Why not?”
“Where did I put my phone?”
“It’s there, next to you.”
“Thanks.”
“What are you doing?”
“I’m calling my mother.”
“You can call on the way.”
“I feel like I’m about to pop.”
“You look like you’re about to pop.”
“Thanks a lot. Ouch, hold my hand!”
“I thought you wanted to call your mother.”
“I’ll call on the way. Ouch!”

There’s a Spot
“Slow down!”
“I’m going twenty miles an hour.”
“I need you to slow down.”
“OK, how’s that?”
“Ok, not that slow. I want to get there already. What’s that?”
“Your stuff.”
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“No, that.”
“My computer.”
“I asked you not to bring it.”
“You did? I need to track Leida as it passes.”
“I want you to be with me.”
“I didn’t know it would be this close.”
“What would be this close?”
“Leida.”
“What are talking about?”
“It’s going to pass through the Milky Way.”
“Through the Milky Way?”
“Yes, our galaxy, the Milky Way. I already told you that.”
“I’m about to give birth, and you’re concerned about something passing through the Milky
Way?”
“It’s not passing by, it’s passing through.”
“What’s that supposed to mean?”
“That’s what I’ve been trying to tell you. It changes things, at least for a while.”
“Change things?”
“It could be a significant event.”
“I’m having your baby. Isn’t that significant enough for you?”
“It could be cataclysmic.”
“What do you mean?”
“All the water could evaporate. The magnetic poles could reverse. The Earth could be knocked
out of its orbit.”
“Now, you’re telling me?”
“I didn’t know Leida would come so close or happen so fast.”
“You’ve been tracking it for months.”
“It was thirteen billion light years away.”
“And now it’s colliding with Earth?”
“Imminently.”
65

A New Law of Nature
“Why are you telling me this?”
“That’s what’s happening.”
“Maybe, you should drop me at the hospital and go back home to track Leida.”
“I’m staying with you.”
“If I you open that computer, I’ll throw it out the window.”
“I just need to check once in a while. I don’t know exactly when it’s going to pass or even if will
be a significant event.”
“You just said it could be cataclysmic.”
“It could be or could not be.”
“This is not what I signed up for. I can’t take it anymore! just want a healthy baby!”
“We’re here.”
“Thank God, there’s a spot. Go, go, go!”

Tell Her to Hurry
“My water broke, and I’m having contractions.”
“Yes.”
“Do you want me to give birth in the waiting room?”
“Five minutes.”
“Yes.”
“I’m ready!”
“Ow, I’m sorry, I’m having a contraction!”

“No, please tell her to hurry!”
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“Great. Owww! Who are you calling?”
“No one. We just took out a fleet of Iranian ships and a dozen land-based missile sites.”
“Put that away, and take my hand! Owww!”
“The Iranians are threatening to reduce America to ashes.”
“I don’t care about the frigging news. That was under four minutes!”
“Yes.”
“Thank God!”
“Third.”

“Thank you! Thank you! Owww!”

You’re Almost There
“Maybe, I should, oh, stand up.”
“Whatever’s more comfortable. Women used to give birth standing up.”
“What are you looking at? Put that away and hold my hand!”
“It’s here.”
“What’s here?”
“Leida.”
“Here, in the hospital?”
“Approaching our galaxy. Everything behind it is a blur. It should pass through within minutes.”
“Great, just what we needed.”
“Rachel, I can’t do this anymore. This is the last time.”
“Thank you so much.”
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“I don’t know. Every minute or two. Oh, ow, all the time!”
“Good, the best, ow, ow, owww!”
“Ow, owww!”
“Oh, my God, just get her out of me!”

My Baby
“Just cut me open, and take her out already!”
“Owww, it hurts! Ohhh!”
“What’s that, an amber alert?”
“Abe!”
“We have eight minutes.”
“You can’t leave me like this!”
“Amy and Alex, my babies! Owww, Abe!”
“Owww, no!”
“I’m right here. Squeeze my hand!”
“Abe, ohhh, ohhh!”
“Breathe!”
“Oh, my God! Did you see that? Is she OK?”
“Oh, my God, was that a nuclear flash?”
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“One Mississippi, two Mississippi, three Mississippi, four Mississippi, five Mississippi, six
Mississippi, seven Mississippi, eight Mississippi, nine Mississippi, ten Mississippi. No thunder,
and no shock wave!”
“How is she? Is she breathing? Oh, my God, what was that?”
“My baby!”

Look at Those Butterflies
“Thank God, it must have been a false alarm.”
“Maybe, it was Leida.”
“Turn on the news!”

“Look out the window!”
“Look at all those butterflies!”
“I’ve never seen so many.”
“Look at those colors! Blue, purple and crimson!”
“Have you ever seen anything like that?”
“I feel as though I’m dreaming.”
“There must be hundreds of them.”
“Thousands. What’s going on?”
“Call my mother!”
“No service. No internet either.”
“Oh, my little baby!”
“That must have been an EMP.”
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“A what?”
“An electromagnetic pulse. It knocked out the electricity. Maybe, it was Leida. I wonder if
there’s a global blackout.”
“That was Leida, so bright?”
“I don’t know what just happened.”
“Maybe, we should name her Leida.”
“Are you serious?
“I’m serious.”
“I thought about it so many times, but I didn’t think you’d go for it. Leida! Leida, you are the
most beautiful little girl!”
“Do you want to hold her?”
“Of course. She’s so beautiful. My little Leida!”
“Careful, hold her head up!”
“I know.”
“Where’s Rachel? She said she’d be right back.”
“I think the electricity’s back on.”
“Thank God. Turn on the news.”
“Where’s the remote? Still no signal. Are you OK for a minute? Do you need anything, a glass of
water? I’m going to see what’s happening. Look at those butterflies and Leida!”
“Water would be great, and hand me my phone and the remote.”
“I’ll be back in a minute.”
“If you see Rachel, remind her I’m here. Oh my God, look at the butterflies!”

I’m So Happy
“Still no phone service or TV, what’s going on?”
“Nobody knows, but at least the hospital has electricity. The doctors and nurses are checking on
everyone. They’re all talking about the butterflies. Are you OK for another few minutes? I want
to see one more thing.”
“I’m so happy.”
“Good, me too.”
“Where are you going?”
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“I’m going to check on Duke.”
“Please don’t be long. Leida and I will miss you.”

I Love You Too
“What’s wrong?”
“He’s conscious! Duke’s conscious!”
“You spoke with him?”
“I spoke and he blinked. He squeezed my hand.”
“That’s wonderful! Oh, my God, I can’t believe it!”
“He’s going to be OK.”
“I’m so happy for you.”
“It’s amazing!”
“Are you crying?”
“So much is going on. Did anyone come by?”
“Yes, a nurse came to check on me. Leida is fine. I’m fine. Everything is fine, perfect!”
“It’s a miracle!”
“You hear that Leida, you’re a miracle!”
“What’s that?”
“My phone! Mom! How are you? The kids?”
“I’m fine, and so is Leida.”
“You’re new grand-daughter.”
“Mom, we’ll talk about that later. Do you have electricity? How are the kids?”

“Butterflies? You have butterflies too?”
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“Yes, they’re here too. Swarms of them, it’s beautiful. Come as soon as you can, and bring the
children. They’ll be excited to meet Leida.”
“I feel great.”
“I love you too.”
“Bye.”

Killer Bees
“Turn it up! I want to hear this.”

“Butterflies and bees?”
“Did she say bees? Shhh!”

“Killer bees?”
“What?”
“Be quiet!”

“Throughout the world?”
“Oh, my God!”
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“Did you hear that?”
“What is going on?”
“Butterflies and killer bees?”

Parparim
“Do you want to hold her?”
“Support her head.”
“Good.”
“Yes, honey.”
“The what?”
“Oh, yes, so beautiful, and I’ve never seen so many at one time. What did you call them,
barbarians?”
“I’m scared about the killer bees.”
“They’re dangerous, and I don’t like them.”
“Stop that, both of you! I haven’t seen any bees, just beautiful butterflies.”
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“Me too.”
“So be extra nice to your new baby sister.”
“I love her too, and I love you mommy. When are you coming home?”
“Tomorrow.”
“Yeah!”
“Little Leida!”

Tzira
“They’re horrible!”
“What?”
“The tzira.”
“What’s so horrible?”
“They’re killing hundreds of thousands of people, millions.”
“They’re only killing killers.”
“So what?”
“Since the tzira appeared, wars have stopped, and violent crime has plummeted.”
“It’s still so horrible. It must be torture to be stung to death.”
“I think it’s wonderful.”
“You haven’t been stung yet. It’s like the ten plagues, only this time it’s butterflies and bees.”
“Parparim and tzira. The parparim haven’t hurt anyone.”
“Did you check on Leida?”
“She’s sleeping.”
“Thank you.”
“How are you feeling?”
“I’m so happy to be home.”
“Me too.”
“Come here. I need a massage.”
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Thank You So Much
“What did she just say?”
“There’s been no fighting or violent crime since yesterday.”
“That’s what I thought she said. There’s peace everywhere?”
“Everywhere.”
“Everywhere in the world?”
“Everywhere in the world.”
“Oh, my God, it’s amazing! Leida, did you hear that? There’s peace on Earth!”
“I can’t believe it.”
“Answer your phone!”
“It’s probably another journalist. I can’t handle it anymore.”
“Answer it!”
“Hello?”
“Duke, is that really you?”
“Duke, oh, my God!”
“Shhh!”

“Thank God! It’s so good to hear your voice. I’m on my way. I’ll be there in fifteen minutes. Do
you need anything? Do you want anything?”
“Of course.”
“You chose a terrible time to have an accident. So much has happened.”

“Duke!”
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Synchronicity
“Where have you been?”
“You know what happened?”
“Yes.”
“That was my fault. I encouraged you.”

“Ah!”
“Are you able to get out of bed?”

“That’s great.”
“Yes, a few days ago, just when you woke up. How did you know?”
“You heard me then. By the way, we named her Leida after our discovery.”
“Read in Spanish, birth in Hebrew. Maybe, you don’t remember, but that’s what I’ve been
calling our discovery.”

“Yes, it all happened at once. You blinked your eyes and squeezed my hand.”
“You saw the flash?”
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“I think that was Leida.”
“Leida passed through our galaxy. I think it caused an electromagnetic pulse which knocked out
the electricity and the nuclear bombs. Russia and America had launched an all-out nuclear war.
We were moments from the end, and I’m still trying to make sense of it all.”
“They’re everywhere.”
“I don’t know. Synchronicity?”

“It’s impossible to know for sure, but it was close.”
“I don’t know. It hasn’t reappeared yet.”
“I was counting on you for that.”
“A worm hole.”

“It’s so strange and wonderful, I suppose.”
“We were all going to be killed. The tzira are only killing killers.”
“I’m so relieved you woke up. Welcome back!”

They Must Sense Peace and Love
“All those poor soldiers.”
“And terrorists, gang members, drug dealers, not to mention plain old murderers. Finally, some
justice.”
“How could you say that?”
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“What’s the problem?”
“Doesn’t everyone have the right to a fair trial?”
“Apparently, the tzira are the judge and jury. You realize, we could have all been killed in a
nuclear war. Where’s the justice in that? No fair trial!”
“Aren’t you scared? I’m terrified. What if they come here? How do the tzira pick whom to kill?”
“Like many animals, they sense hatred and aggression”
“I feel aggressive sometimes.”
“Have you seen any tzira?”
“No, but millions of people have been killed and some in our neighborhood. You’ve seen the
news. They’re horrible.”
“Where’s Leida?”
“Sleeping.”
“And the kids?”
“Outside, playing with the parparim.”
“They’re so beautiful and playful.”
“They must sense peace and love.”
“I think so.”
“I think so too.”
“What time is it? I have to go to my interview.”
“Are you nervous?”
“No.”
“Good luck! I’m so proud of you!”

A New Law of Nature
“Thank you. It’s good to be here.”
“Yes.”
“A girl.”
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“We named her Leida, after our discovery.”

“For about six months.”

“I’m not sure I can.”
“OK, I’ll give it a shot. At first, I thought Leida was an evaporating black hole, possibly ejected
from a recently observed massive black hole at the edge of the universe, about thirteen billion
light years away. But then I observed it jumping through space, seemingly faster than the speed
of light, which we know is impossible, so I thought it must be a worm hole. These are things no
one has observed before, so we’re still not sure.”

“I observed Leida getting closer and closer, and I’m pretty sure it passed through our galaxy, the
Milky Way, so I guess you could say it collided with Earth.”

“It’s possible, but really, I don’t understand what’s going on any more than you or anyone else.
So much has happened so quickly, and I’ve been a bit distracted by my wife giving birth.”

“A new law of nature? This is the first time I’ve heard Leida described that way, but I like the
way it sounds. Leida seems to have disturbed the laws of nature, perhaps because Leida is a
new law of nature.”

“Thank you. My pleasure.”

Fair Enough
“How are you feeling?”
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“That’s fantastic!”
“They don’t stop calling.”
“She caught me off guard. What could I say?”

“Is it a miracle?”

“Leida could have caused the EMP and knocked out the bombs and electricity, but what about
the parparim and tzira?”

“Maybe, there is a God.”
“Fair enough.”

I’m So Proud of You
“Would you like a glass of wine?”
“Sure.”

“Slow down! You gulped the entire glass!”
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“Just a little bit more.”

“L’chaim!”
“L’chaim!”

“You’re not doing any more interviews are you?”
“Not me.”
“You better not. I don’t want you making a fool of yourself.”
“Thanks a lot.”

“By the way, did you call NASA back? You should take that job.”
“Of course I did.”
“Why didn’t you tell me?”
“I just told you.”
“You never tell me anything.”
“I was waiting for the right time.”
“I knew you could do it. Director, I’m so proud of you!”

Are You Crying
“They’re gone. They’re all gone.”
“What are you talking about?”
“Look outside!”
“Beautiful, sunny day.”
“There’re no parparim!”
“You’re right. I don’t see a single butterfly. Not one.”
“Turn on the news!”
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“You can say that again.”

“Oh, my God! I can’t believe they’re gone. I miss them already. They’re so beautiful.”
“Where did they go?”
“They really gone?”
“There’s peace on Earth?”
“Abe, are you crying? Oh, my God! What in the world is going on?”
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